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MINUTES
· Guest Speaker- Chairman Maitland introduced the guest speaker, Roland Lewis, CEO of the Waterfront Alliance (see biography below). Mr. Lewis has been at the helm of the Waterfront Alliance since 2007. Mr. Lewis presented a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) Analysis of the Port of New York/New Jersey. Some of the strengths of the port mentioned were that the port is a huge, natural harbor, 28% of the U.S. population can be reached within 8 hours and the expansion of the ExpressRail system. A few weaknesses highlighted were that the surrounding highway system is less than ideal, the workforce is aging and that the port only makes up 5% of the income of the Port Authority of NY/NJ and thus lacks clout in the agency. Opportunities included that freight traffic is predicted to increase by 40%, shipping has a low carbon footprint and is an efficient way to move goods and that the port is a job generator. Some threats included encroachment by real estate developers, competition from other ports and financial capitals, private equity expectations and the lack of resiliency to rising seas. In addition, Mr. Lewis mentioned that local politicians were not aware of the port’s impact on the region and gave the example of the Small Business Service Commissioner, with whom the Waterfront Alliance had recently met. Mr. Lewis’s suggestions were to “Think Global, Act Local” and to get involved. 
· Call to Order- Chairman Maitland called the meeting to order at 6:31PM and thanked Blank Rome for hosting the meeting.  It was determined that a quorum of the membership was present. 
· Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes- The minutes of the 2015 meeting were discussed and approved.
· Chairman’s Report- Chairman Maitland discussed the Society of Maritime Arbitrators, led by President James J. Warfield, who was present in the room. Mr. Maitland spoke briefly about the consequences to London as a maritime center if the U.K. should leave the European Union and questioned whether if so, London law firms will again court U.S. firms. Chairman Maitland then congratulated the SMA on the successful mock maritime arbitration presented by the SMA at the CMA Shipping Conference 2016.
Chairman Maitland then noted that the Maritime Law Association of the United States is hosting their Annual General Meeting May 3rd – 6th in NYC. The MLA will be hosting the 42nd Conference of Comité Maritime International in conjunction with the meeting.
Chairman Maitland noted that on June 8th at the biannual meeting of the Posidonia International Shipping Exhibition in Greece, a reception will be hosted by Kyla Shipping to honor the Hellenic-American Chamber of Commerce and NYMAR.  
Chairman Maitland also noted that ReedSmith is hosting a networking breakfast on June 24th during which a panel will recap that week’s Marine Money conference. 
Chairman Maitland next mentioned that New York Maritime Day is being celebrated September 13th, 2016 as part of Capital Link’s annual investment conference, which brings together owners, lawyer and financiers. 
Lastly, Chairman Maitland requested topic suggestions for future meetings.
· Treasurer’s Report on Financial Status- Levent Sadikoglu presented the 2015 financial report on behalf of Greg Chase.  John Kimball moved to accept the report as submitted, with Francis Nolan seconding.  The motion passed.
· Nominating Committee Slate of Candidates- John Stratakis presented the slate of candidates for Board positions. Five members had been approved to the board. All five had been contacted and agreed. 
· Membership Vote on Slate- John Kimball moved to accept the slate. Stephen Whelan seconded. The slate was approved. 
· Membership Report- Executive Director Carleen Lyden-Kluss reported that membership currently stands at 98 members, including 34 large corporations, 12 small corporations and 52 individuals. 66% of members have paid dues. The report was accepted. 
· Upcoming Events- It was determined that events were covered in the Chairman’s Report.  
· Other Business- Carleen Lyden-Kluss discussed the upcoming publication by NYMAR of a collection of white papers being developed to highlight the benefits of doing business in New York. A Press launch will be held at the event on the 8th of June at Posidonia. 
· Adjourn Meeting- At 7:12pm, the meeting was adjourned.
Cocktail Reception
Roland Lewis CEO, The Waterfront Alliance
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A lifetime New Yorker, Roland studied planning and law at Columbia and Rutgers Universities  After nine years as a partner at a law firm, he became Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity NYC where he guided it to become a national model of Habitat urban success.   In 2007, Roland took the helm of the Waterfront Alliance.  Under his leadership, the Waterfront Alliance has organized a growing constituency for a vibrant, healthy, resilient, and accessible waterfront; instituted programs to provide water access; and become the leading waterfront policy organization in the New York region.
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